MILITANT NATIONALISM                 177

the corvee, or forced labour, except for controlling the Nile
flood; the abolition of flogging and the use of the korbagh (the
whip); the initiation of reforms in national law courts, and
the establishment of a number of modern Government schools
in Cairo and in all provincial centres. Well may acute
European observers say that Riad's ministry was the best
administration which Egypt had enjoyed before or since!

In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated June 1880, the
British Agent says:

Being anxious to learn how far the numerous administra-
tive reforms made by the present government were pro-
ducing effect in the country, and whether the general
rumour of their success might be relied upon, I requested
Her Majesty's consuls in Egypt to furnish me with reports
upon the subject. The answer as Your Lordship will see is
extremely satisfactory. It leads one to the hope that the
condition of the fellah is at last permanently changed for
the better, and that the misrule and oppression to which he
has been subjected for centuries has passed away for good.1

Only in one important respect did Riad's ministry fail to
deserve success. RIad had chosen Osman Rifky, a general of
Circassian origin, as Minister of War, and Rifky, in the army,
pursued a policy believed to be detrimental to the interests of
Egyptian officers. He not only preferred Circassians and
Turks in promotion, but also made a point of either putting
on half-pay or dismissing altogether a large number of
Egyptian officers. In addition to this he made matters worse
by submitting a law which reduced military service to four
years instead of five, which, in the opinion of Egyptian
officers, must inevitably handicap Egyptian soldiers in making
it difficult for them to qualify for officers. The men, of course,
left to themselves would have welcomed a reduction in the
years of service, but the Egyptian officers, nearly all promoted
from the ranks, saw in the new project a means to confine
Egyptians to the ranks with very little chance of advancement.
Osman Rifky was therefore held responsible far the hopeless
position in which Egyptians in the army found themselves in
the first months of the year 1881.

* Parliamentary Papers: Afiaks of Egypt E. Mafet to Granville, 2 June 1880,